The answer is the Richard Tapia Celebration of Diversity in Computing Conference, to be held April 3-5, 2011 (http://tapiaconference.org/2011/).
Created as a supportive networking environment for underrepresented groups in computing and information technology, the Tapia conference celebrates and attracts students and professionals from diverse backgrounds pursuing careers in our field. This biannual event features inspiring speakers, a dynamic technical program, and a community of encouragement and motivation. While there have long been computing conferences focused on individual minority groups, Tapia was founded as an inclusive conference transcending demographic changes over time. And it works! A survey from Tapia 2009 found that 82% of the attendees agreed the conference increased their dedication to complete their degree and reaffirmed their belief that computing was the right career path for them. One reason is that the Tapia Conference helps people from underrepresented groups overcome the feelings of isolation sadly all too common in our field.
Tapia 2011 marks the 10th anniversary of the conference. Tapped to serve as general chair is David Patterson, UC Berkeley-past president of ACM, past chair of the CRA, member of the National Academy of Engineering and the National Academy of Sciences.
Some of the highlights planned for the event include: The program will feature luminaries like Deborah Estrin of UCLA, Blaise Aguera y Arcas of Microsoft, John Kubiatowicz of UC Berkeley, and rising stars like Ayanna Howard of Georgia Tech, Ilya Hicks of Rice University, and Patty Lopez of Intel. There will be workshops on resumé writing, professional development, and a doctoral consortium.
New this year is a focus on connections: between speakers and audience, among students and professionals, and beyond the conference via remote research collaborations. The program provides many opportunities to network and build relationships, including an opening reception, a poster session displaying exciting research by students, and a "meetup" day designed to match students with opportunities. Tapia 2011 promises to be inspirational, educational, and a lot of fun. We look forward to seeing you April 3 in San Francisco.
